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WILDCATTING IN COLORADO - A LOT OF
EXPLORATION, NOT A LOT OF PRODUCTION.
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POSTER PRESENTATION

What could be more fun than a buggy ride to the new oil
well just 16 miles from town? Perhaps a ride in your friend’s
jalopy? Don’t forget the picnic basket because the oil com-
pany has promised free lemonade and coffee to enjoy while
you watch the drilling operation in progress. At least in the
summer of 1918 it was a chance to forget the chores and the
war overseas for a while.

Opportunities like this were common in Colorado from the
earliest days until the mid-20" century. Small operators and
wildcatters used variations of the social, public relations and
fundraising events to great success. In some cases the whole
community would pitch in dimes to support the venture, in
hopes that this well would come in.

Newspaper accounts, historic photos, postcards and other

records provide a unique look at the place of the wildcatter in
the social history of rural Colorado.
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