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The Pennsylvania Grade Crude Oil Association (PGCOA)
was founded in 1923 as a trade association of producers, re-
finers and jobbers in western New York and Pennsylvania,
eastern Ohio, and West Virginia. Its earliest efforts covered
marketing of motor oils, “policing” (filing legal cases against
firms that sold other oils as Pennsylvania products), and re-
search in production and refining of petroleum. During World
War II, the Association supported the war effort through re-
search in refining and aircraft lubrication issues. Members,
also, contributed to scrap drives and gasoline rationing pro-
grams.

At the end of the conflict, new challenges arose. The eco-
nomics of the Oil Region (declining production, small refiner-
ies, etc...) put the oilmen in a difficult political position. For
example, during the war, the U.S. government put in place a
stripper-well subsidy, but after August 1945, major oil compa-
ny leaders wanted to end it, because they saw it as a potential
threat to the Oil Depletion Allowance, which provided hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in tax breaks to the largest produc-
ers, but little to Appalachian producers. Pennsylvania oilmen
went along with the Majors.

The process continued during the 1950s, as major firms
lobbied the U.S. government to embrace policies which fa-
vored them, at the expense of small producers, refiners, and
marketers of petroleum products. For example, by the late
1950s, financial problems led to the sale of the Association’s
Bradford production lab, and production research increas-
ingly shifted to producing firms. One highlight of this period
was the celebration of the centennial of Col. Drake’s discov-
ery well. Members of the association retained BBD&O, the
legendary advertising firm, to coordinate activities, which in-

cluded Dave Garroway broadcasting NBC’s Today show from
the grounds of the Drake Well Park on August 27, 1959.

This paper traces the work of the PGCOA from the end of
World War II through the beginning of the “energy crisis” in
the late 1960s. The association’s members attempted to keep
their “place in the sun” in a business environment that seemed
to grow increasingly brutal. It is based largely on papers de-
posited at the Drake Well Museum Archives at Titusville. Oth-
er material includes newspapers, books and pamphlets pub-
lished by Pennsylvania State College and state and national
government agencies, and secondary sources.
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