Power House, Lima, Ohio, 1909
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In the 1880s The Standard Oil Company began to invest
in the new oil fields surrounding Lima, Ohio. They not only
solved the problem of refining high-sulphur crude, but also or-
ganized a new company town at Whiting, Indiana, around the
largest oil facility in the world to refine oil from this new field.
The transformation of this new source of crude oil mirrored
the transformation of the environment Standard spearheaded
in the Calumet region 20 miles southeast of Chicago. As pol-
lution in Lake Michigan ignored property and state boundar-
ies, local environmental groups and sanitary engineers would
contribute to a growth of the emerging environmental move-
ment.

201



	Button23: 
	Button24: 


