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POSTER PRESENTATION

Aviation petroleum history includes U. S. Airmail when vi-
sionaries aimed to improve the country’s mail speed connect-
ing coasts. Stories of early 1900°s aeroplane gasoline involved
rattling prop machines that choked or ran out of gas, but were
coaxed along by farm mechanics and risk-taking aviators. Ar-
my-trained pilots became available to carry mail. Heroes died
attempting flight deadlines in foul weather where fuel was
no match for altitude or weather. Airmail investors refused
to relent despite Congressional debate, detractors and rail-
road-invested naysayers. Between 1910 and 1918, headlines
announced key firsts to anchor the notion of racing against
trains to fly mail faster than rail transport. Airmail was first
carried successfully across the Allegheny Mountains between
New York and Chicago. Cash and letters then flew regularly
beyond the Rockies into San Francisco day and night. Mir-
roring the invention of petroleum itself was the stubbornness
of American airmail pioneers succeeding with early aviation
fuel.
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