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The discovery of salt structures offshore Nova Scotia, 
similar to those in the prolific Gulf of Mexico and the pres-
ence of a thick sedimentary basin, exploration began offshore 
Nova Scotia in the late 1950’s and continues to this day. We 
will trace the story of several remarkable individuals who led 
exploration and development along the Atlantic margin and 
examine the four exploration and development cycles that led 
to identification of three unique petroleum systems: Cohas-
set Panuke, Deep Panuke, and the Sable Development. These 
systems lay deep in the Mesozoic strata beneath Sable Island, 
legendary as the graveyard of the Atlantic to centuries of At-
lantic shipping, and still having potential for major petroleum 
discoveries.
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