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ABSTRACT

The relationships behween major fault zones which traverse the Canadian Shield to the west of Hudson
Bay and major structural units and changes in trend in the Canadian Cordillera are demonstrated. A mechanism
which involves deflection of subcrustal convection currents is invoked to account for this conjugate series of
structural units and for the major features of the structure of westemn North America. Other manifestations
of this deflection mechanism also involving major wrench fault systems are discussed.
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